fTftTOTTnw  rural  SISTEIICT  COUNCIL 


report 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 


For  the  Year  Ending 


‘\lat  December  1966 


November  196? 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  ray  Report  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  I966. 

As  will  be  seen  in  the  Report  the  health  of  the  Community 
continues  to  be  satisfactory  with  a complete  absence  of  epidemics 
of  any  serious  disease. 

There  are  two  items  of  special  interest,  one  favourable, 
the  other  unfavourable.  The  favourable  item  isthe  fact  that  no 
tuberculosis  in  bovines  has  occurred  in  any  of  the  three 
slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  The  second,  unfavour able, it era 
is  the  disappointing  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Government  in 
approving  our  very  urgent  and  necessary  village  sewerage  schemes. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  once  more  of 
thanking  Mr.  Heard  and  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  their  very  considerable  help  in  the  preparation  of  this 
report  and  for  their  untiring  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant. 


L.N.  Jades  on, 


Medical  Officer  of  Healths 


CREDITOtT  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 


Staff  of  PuTjlio  Health  Office, 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEAI/PHs 

L«IT»Jackson,  M.C.,  T.D. , B.A.,  D.M.,  B«Ch* 

SURVETOR  AND  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 
D»Heardy  M.AtP.H.I. 

DEPUTY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTCB. 

R.F.Pilley,  M.A.P.H.I, 

TECHIttCAL  ASSISTiiNTs 
L.D.Boddy. 

MEAT  INSPECTOR: 

A« Phelps,  A.M.R.S.H. 

CLERKS 

P.Minhinett. 


2, 


SECTICH  A. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area. 

Population 

Rateable  value  at  31* 12. 66 

Product  of  Id,  rate 

No.  of  separate  dwellings 

Business  premises  with  living  accommodation 


93,1170 

acres. 

9,840 

£209,825 

- p - 0 

£788 

-3-7 

3,312 

76 

EXTRACT  PROM  VITAL  STA'TISTICS  FOR  YEAR. 


Live  Births. 


TOTAL 

156 


M 

83 


P 

73 


Rate  per  1,000  population 


17.76 

15.85 


( corrected) 
(uncorrected) 


Illegitimate  Live  Births. 


TOTAL 

8 


4. 


3tillb?j?the 


TOTAL 


M 

2 


Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 
Total  Live  and  Still  Births. 

Infant  Deaths  (under  .1  year  of  age) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates. 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Neo-Batal  Mortality  Rate 


P 

4 ....  5.13 

per  cent  of 
total  of  live 
births. 

P 

1 

18.87 

159. 

1. 


Early  Neo-Mortality  Rate 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  still  and  live  births 


(deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total  live 
births) 

( deaths  vinder  I week  per  1,000  total  live 
births) 

(still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 
combined,  per  1,000  total  still  and  live 
births) 

(including  abortion) 


6.41 

6.41 

6.41 

25,16 

NIL 

Nil, 

Nil. 


Deaths 


TOTAL 

107 


M 

50 


P 

57 


Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population 
Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  population 


10.874 

10.113 
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_CAUSES  OF  SBA^  AT  DIx^FERMT  PERIODS  OF  UFF. 
DUiiBTG  1966  DT  THE  RUBJIL  DISTRICT  OP 
CREDITOR." 


CAUSE  Oil  DjiA.TH  Sex  All  Under  4 weeks  1-  5-  15-  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  75 

Ages  4 & under  Sc  ! 

weeks  1 year  over 


Tuberculosis, 

M 

1 

1 

— 

respiratory, 

• 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  infective  and 

parasitic  diseases, 

• 

M 

P 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

M 

4 

1 

2 

1 

lung,  bronchus. 

P 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

M 

breast. 

P 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Other  malignant 

M 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

2 

and  lymphatis  neoplasms. 

P 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

Leukaemia, 

M 

Aleukaemia. 

P 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Diabetes, 

M 

P 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Vascular  lesions  of 

M 

6 

mm 

1 

3 

2 

nervous  system. 

P 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

7. 

Coronary  disease, 

M 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

2 

'3 

Angina. 

P 

7 

•• 

mm 

•• 

1 

mm 

3 

3. 

Hypertension  with 

M 

1 

1 

heart  disease. 

P 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

M 

7 

.. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

4 

Other  heart  disease. 

P 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

5 

Other  circulatory 

M 

P 

0 

diseases. 

C, 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

X 

2 

- 

X 

2 

Influenza, 

M 

P 

1 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

1! 

■ ■ "g 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia, 

P 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

— 

Bronchitis, 

M 

P 

3 

1 

— 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis 

M 

mm 

mm 

and  diarrhoea. 

P 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Hyperplasia  of 

M 

p 

2 

prostate. 

Other  defined  and 

M 

3 

1 

1 

1 

illdefined  diseases. 

P 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

Motor  vehicle 

M 

* 

— 

— 

— 

accidents 

P 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

All  other 

M 

•• 

accidents. 

P 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 : 

Suicide, 

M 

•• 

— 

— 

— 1 

P 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES. 

M 

P 

50 

57 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

2 

3 

9 

6 

14 

18 

22 

29 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


AGE 

GROUP 

f o 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diptheria 

o 

o 

tiD 

El 

•H 

eu 

o 

o 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Paratyphoid 

Dysentery 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Erysipelas  j 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Pood  Poisoning  j 

Under  I 

2 

1 Year 

2 

^ years 

1 

3 years 

2 

4 years 

1 

0 

5-9 

1 

7 

i 

i 

10  - 14 

1 

f 

i 

15  - 24 

0 

25  and  over 

0 

1 

age  unknown 

0 

TOTALS 

1 

- 

1 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■ 1 

1 

f 

- 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1966, 


1TEj7  CASES 

DEATHS 

AGE 

Pulmonary 

N on-pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N on-pulmonary 

GROUP 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

p 

M 

p 

0-45 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45  - 55 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55  and  over 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

I 

4 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 
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SECTION  B, 


GEMBRAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SSRVICBS . 


Fursing  and  Home  Help  Service. 

Cases  are  dealt  with  hy  direct  application  from  the  District 
Nurses,  oT  Health  Visitors  to  the  County  Office, 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Clinical  material  is  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  Exeter,  and  by  the  Department  of  Pathology  of  the  Roy^ 

Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital. 

Tuberculosis  and  Mass  Radiography. 

There  is  a clinic  at  Ivybank,  Exeter. 

A mobile  mass  radiography  unit  regularly  visits  the  Market 
Street  Car  Park,  Crediton. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Most  cases  are  nursed  at  home,  but  if  necessary  can  be 
removed  to  the  IS/hipton  Isolation  Hospital. 

Ambulance. 

There  are  no  ambulances  maintained  in  this  district.  There 
is  a depot  with  ambulance,  manned  by  the  Red  Cross  Society  at  Crediton. 

Health  Education.  Mental  Health  and  Chiropody  Services. 

These  services  are  provided  and  administered  by  Devon  County 
Council. 

They  continue  to  function  satisfactorily. 


SEGTIOH  C. 


Sewerage. 


SMI  T ARY  GIRCUIiJSTANCBS  OP  DISTRI GT . 


During  the  year  the  sewering  of  Lapford  and  Newton  St,  Gyres 
Villages  was  completed,  and  new  treatment  works  were  put  into  operation. 

Plans  for  the  sewering  of  Gheriton  Fitzpaine  and  Zeal  Monachorum 

are  well  advanced  and  it  is  anticipated  that  work  on  both  sdiemes  will  0+0-^+ 
in  1967,  srarx 

A small  scheme  for  the  village  of  Puddington  was  prepared  and  in 
June  the  Gouncil  received  the  approval  of  the  i^nistry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  to  proceed  to  tender  stage.  In  September  however,  notification 
was  received  from  the  Ministry  that  because  housing  is  not  affected  and  also 
because  the  scheme  is  not  urgently  required  for  public  health  reasons,  the 
scheme  must  be  deferred,  I prepared  a report  on  the  very  unsatisfactory 
conditions  prevailing  at  Puddington  and  this  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry 
with  a request  that  the  position  be  reviewed.  My  report  did  not  convert 
the  Ministry  and  the  scheme  is  still  deferred.  This  is  most  discouraging 
and  it  suggests  that  there  is  little  hope  for  improved  sewerage  in  the  near 
future  in  the  smaller  villages  such  as  Goldridge,  Pou^ill,  Wembworthy, 

New  Buildings  etc.  7 o-  , 

Messrs.  Harvey,  Me  Gill  and  Hayes,  the  Gouncil^ s consulting 
engineers  are  at  present  engaged  on  the  preparation  of  schemes 'for  Bow  village 
and  fox- the  Gopplestone,  Goleford,  Yeoford  area. 


There  are  now  eight  modern  sewage  plants  in  this  district,  effluents 
from  which  are  regulariy  sampled  by  the  Devon  River  Authority. 

The  plants  are  serviced  by  a full-time  staff  of  four,  who  are 
provided  with  two  Land  Rovers  for  travelling  betv/een  sites.  This  arrangement 
has  proved  far  more  satisfactory  than  the  employment  of  a part  time  man  at 
each  village. 


Water  Supply  - Public. 

, Mains  v/ater  from  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  is  available  in  all 

the  villages  and  hamlets.  Many  of  the  dwellings  in  the  more  isolated  localities 
also  have  mains  water.  It  is  estimated  that  74/^  of  dwellings  in  the  area  now 
use  mains  water  either  from  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  or  from  the  Bow  Parish 
Gouncil  supply. 


North  Devon  Water  Board. 

The  source  of  the  North  Devon  Water  supply  is  Taw  Marsh.  The  raw 
water  is  plumbo-solvent  but  lime  is  added  at  the  Belstone  Treatment  Works 
to  counteract  this.  No  action  has  been  necessary -because  of  contamination 
apart  from  routine  chlorination  and  maintenance. 

During  the  year  30  samples  from  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  mains 
were  examined.  All  were  satisfactory. 

the 

An  analysis  of  raw  water  from/21  inch  pumping  main  on  the  Taw  Marsh 
Supply  gave  the  follov/ing  re  suits  s— 


7. 


Chemical  Results  iti  Parts  per  I^llion. 

Appearance  Bri^t  with  Particles, 

Colour  (Hazen)  Nil, 


ph. 


5.5 


Electric  Conductivity 
(Reciprocal  Megohms  per  cm,) 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride. 

Hardness:  Total 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

Ammoniaaal  Nitrogen 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Metals  Iron 

Zinc  ) 

copper  ) Absent 
Lead  ) 

Turbidity  (A.P.H.A.Units) 

Odour 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

0 

Dissolved  Solids  dried  at  l80  C, 
Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 
Oxygen  absorbed 


53. 

8, 

12  Carbonate  4 

N on-Carbonat  e 8 

0,10  Nitrite  nitrogen 
- absent, 

0.01 

0.00 

0.20 


less  than  3 


Nil 
52 
36 
4 , 
0,30 


The  Report  of  the  Analysts  also  stated:- 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bri^t  in  appearance  and  is  free 
from  metals  apart  from  a minute  trace  of  iron.  It  has,  however,  an  acid 
reaction  due  to  its  content  of  free  carbon  dioxide  with  extremely  low  carbonate 
alkalinity.  The  water  is  very  soft  in  charsBcter  and  has  fairly  low  content  of 
mineral  and  saline  constituents.  It  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of  organic 
quality. 


These  results  indicate  a pure  and  wholesome  water,  from  the  aspect 
of  the  chemical  analysis.  For  public  supply  purposes,  however,  correction  of 
corrosive  and  plumbo-solvent  characteristics  is  important, 

BOYif  Parish  Supply. 

This  spring  supply  is  collected  in  a reservoir  at  the  top  of  the 
village.  It  is  chlorinated  before  distribution.  During  the  year  7 samples 
were  taken  by  the  Devon  County  Council  Public  Health  Dept*  Four  of  these  samples 
v/ere  unsatisfactory,  but  is  is  anticipated  that  this  will  be  remedied  by 
improved  chlorination. 


Water  Supply  Private, 

Bacteriological  samples  were  taken  by  the  Department  from  11  private 
sources.  The  results  arettabulated  belowi 

Satisfactory  — three 

Moderate  contamination  - one 

Gross  o©ntamination  - seven. 
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Water  Supply  - Private  continued 


Five  of  the  samples  showing  gross  contamination  were  from  premises 
in  the  Leigh  Cross,  Farley’s  Grave  area*  A mains  supply  is  to  he  extended  to  this 
area  shortly* 

In  the  remaining  two  cases  where  the  samples  showed  gross  pollution, 
the  wells  were  cleansed  and  protective  work  v;as  carried  out* 

The  sample  showing  moderate  contamination  was  obtained  from  a farm* 

The  farmer  has  arranged  for  the  installation  of  a new  grant  aided  farm  water 
supply  system* 

The  owner/occupier  of  a cottage  in  the  Crediton  Hamlets  Parish  asked 
for  advice  in  connection  with  the  abnormal  taste  and  smell  of  his  private  v;ater 
supply*  The  well  was  found  to  be  grossly  polluted  by  seepage  from  an  obstructed 
drain*  It  was  considered  undesirable  to  re-use  this  v/ell.  The  cottage  was  connected 
to  a main  several  hundred  yards  distant,  and  the  faulty  drains  were  re-laid* 


9 


NumTjer  of  Houses  and  Population  supplied  from  Pu'blxc  tlains» 

(estimated)  at  “^1  - 12  ~ 66 


PARISH 

DIRECT  INTO  HOUSES 

STBKD  PIPE 

DYffiLLINGS 

POPULATION 

D\7ELLINGS 

POPULATION 

Bow .Parish  Supply, 

103 

309 

2 

6 

Bow. ....  .N.D.W.B. 

92 

276 

Brushf  ord  " 

13 

.39 

Chawlei^  ” 

110 

330 

Chsriton  Bishop 

125 

375 

Chsriton  Pitzpaine 

103 

309 

3 

9 

CD.annahorou^  " 

2 

6 

, 

Ccldridge  " 

71 

,213 

1 

3 

Colehrooke  " 

105 

315 

Creditor!  Hamlets 

221 

663 

Down  St.  Mary  " 

92 

276 

Eggesford  " 

24 

72 

Hittislei^  " 

18 

54 

Kennerleigh  " 

19 

57 

, 

Lapf  ord  '* 

177 

531 

1 

3 

Mor chard  Bishop 

240 

720 

4 

12 

Newton  St.  Gyres 

251 

753 

Nymet  Rowland  " 

,29 

87 

Poughill  " 

39 

117 

1 

3 

Paddington  " 

2.6 

78 

Sandford  ” 

233 

699 

6 

18 

Shohro'oke  " 

87 

26,1 

Stockleigh  English 

11 

33 

Stocklei^  Pomeroy 

29 

87 

Thelhridge  " 

44 

132 

Upton  Hellions 

10 

30 

Washford  Pyne  ” 

19 

57 

Wemhworthy 

57 

171 

W oolf  ar  di  s worthy 

36 

108 

Zeal  Monachorum 

70 

210 

TOTALS 

2456 

7368 

18 

54 

10, 


Flooding. 


On  the  night  of  Saturday,  April  l6th,  heavy  rain  fell  in  the 
Yeof ord  area  and  flooding  of  five  houses  occurred,  Sandhags  were  re— issued 
to  householders  and  hot  air  heaters  were  used  to  dry  out  one  house. 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  I960, 

At  31st  Decemher  I966,  licences  were  issued  for  I3  individual 
residential  sites  and  a site  for  six  holiday  caravans. 

There  is  a further  site  at  Bow  which  has  planning  permission  for 
15touring  caravans,  hut  this  site  has  not  yet  been  brou^t  into  use. 


PrevO'^L.lon  of  Damage  bv  Pests  Act.  1040. 

The  practice  of  supplying  Warfarin  poison  free  of  charge  to 
dome'-:  w.’.o  premises,  and  at  cost  price  to  other  premises  was  continued  during 
1966, 

Req^uests  for  additional  help  were  received  in  respect  of  three  domestic 
premises.  The  premises  concerned  were  each  visited  by  an  inspector  and  the 
appropriate  advice  given. 

In  two  cases  the  occupiers  treated  the  infestation  themselves  and  in 
the  thj.rd  case  a private  pest  contractor  was  called  in. 

Routine  test  baits  were  placed  in  65  manholes  of  the  various 
sewerage  systems.  In  4 instances,  there  were  positive  results.  The  affected 
sections  of  sewer  were  treated  and  cleared. 


Refuse  Collection, 


Extensions  to  the  service  were  authorised  by  the  Council  and  were 
put  into  operation  in  the  following  areas  — Brittle  Down,  Credit on  Hamlets 5 
Haske,  Upton  Hellions;  Wallen,  Stocklei^  Pomeroy;  Beer  Lane,  Zeal  Monachonjin; 
Rewe  Cross,  Hewton  St,  Cyres  and  Yeo  Hill,  Pou^ill. 

The  special  emptying  of  litter  bins  and  the  cleaning  up  o^  laybyes 
on  holiday  routes  was  again  in  operation  during  the  summer  months. 

Because  the  tip  at  Bury  Barton,  Lapford  was-  becoming  full,  sites  for 
a further  dump  were  inspected  and  finally  an  isolated  1,36  acre  disused  quarr^'’ 
at  Sutton  Sandford  was  acquired  and  was  put  into  use  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

Some  requests  v/ere  received  for  the  refuse  collection  service  to  be 
weekly,  instead  of  fortnightly.  These  requests  are  I consider  reasonable. 

The  ouncil  should  give  early  attention  to  the  provision  of  a weekly  service. 


Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act  1963, 

One  boarding  kennel  eaiabliahment  and  one  cattfryr-were  re— licenced. 

Both  premises  deceived  annual  inspection  , It  was  necessary  to 
draw  the  attention  of  one  of  the  owners  to  the  unsatisfactory  register. 


Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Food)  Order  1Q37. 

Three  licensed  plants  continued  to  operate  in  this  district. 
Each  was  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  MD  KIIAGKER^S  lAKDS, 


The  following  licenses  were  reneweds— 

PeLake  and  Sonj  Saxtons,  Lapford  (Retail  and  whole sale  slaughterhouse.) 
Messrs.  Rice  and  Bishop,  The  Green,  Mor chard  Bishop.  ( Retail  slau^terhouse) 
Messrs,  D, Stevens  and  Son,  Copplestone,  (V/holesale  slau^terhouse,  j 

Messrs,  Tellams  Ltd,,  Cheriton  Bishop,  (Knackers  yard  and  animal  hy-products 

factory) 


SlaUiPjiter  of  Animals  Act  1958, 

20  licences  to  slau^ter  ai^nials  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1961. 

At  the;  .end  of  the  year,  20  premises  with  a total  of  49  employees 
wei’e  rc'-/!.stered.  Two  premises  were  removed  from  the  register  on  ceasing  to 
emp?  O ' ..voaff.  There  were  no  additions  to  ithe  register, 

A total  of  22  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  this  Act, 

At  the  request  of  this  office  a new  water  closet  was  provided 
at  a r retail  shop. 


Facto:ri33  Act, 

Presorihed  Particulars  of  the  administration  of  the  Factories 

Act  1961, 

l)  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  hy  public  health  inspectors.) 


PREMISES 

5fumher 

HUMBER  OP 

on 

ilegister 

inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted, 

( i ) P ac t ori  es  i n whi  ch 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4 and  6 
are  to  he  enforced  hy  the 
Local  Authority, 

3 

2 

0 

0 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
ip(i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  hy  th©  Local 
Authority, 

39 

14 

1 

1 

0 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  hy  the  Local 
Authority. ( excluding 
out-workers  premises) 

9 

8 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

51 

24 

1 

0 

12 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  foundt- 


PARTICULARS 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found. 

EIo.  of  cases  in 
which  prosecutions 
were  instituted^ 

Pound  Remedied  xo  & from 

IT.M.I.  H.M.I. 

Want  of  cleanli- 
ness (Section  l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 
(Section  2)  - 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (Sec. 3)  - 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation(Sec.4)  - 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
(Section  6)  - 

— 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

(Section  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(h)  Unsuitable  of 
defective, 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(including  offences 
relating  to  outwor 

k) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

2 

3 

- 

1 

- 

OUT^vORK,  Sections  1'^'^  and  l'^4.  Factories  Act  I96l« 

There  are  no  factories  or  contractors  in  this  area  who  employ  ’Outworkers', 

Two  outworkers  employed  on  wearing  apparel  have  heen  notified  to  this  Counoil* 
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Housing  Act  1Q57. 

Repairs, 


HOUSING. 


After  informal  action  repairs  were  carried  out  at  52  houses. 

One  house  was  fully  modernised  as  the  result  of  a foi«mal 
undertaking  given  under  Section  16. 

No  formal  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  individual 
houses,  hut  a number  of  cases. of  unsatisfactory  conditions  came  to  the 
attention  of  this  office  following  applications  for  Coiincil  Houses  or 
improvement  grants. 


Demolitions  and  Cleaiores. 

During  I966  thrs©  clc&sing-  orders  were  made. 

Pour  cottages  v;ere  demolished  as  the  result  of  demolition  orders 
and  a further  six  as  a result  of  informal  arrangements  with  the  owners. 

New  Housing. 

51  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise. 

This  Council  completed  3 three  bedroom  houses  and  5 one  bedroom 

bungalows. 

Improvement  of  Council  Houses. 

Pour  houses  at  Wordland  Cross,  Cheriton  Pitzpaine  were  modernised 
and  a start  was  made  on  improvemeni^ to  10  pre-war  houses  at  Vi/’estgate, 

Lapf  ord. 

Improvements  to  Brivate  Eroperty. 

Discretionary  Grants. 


Owner/ Occupier. 

Tenanted 

Total, 

’ Appli  cati  one  re cei  ved. 

3 

1 

4 

Applications  approved 

1 

1 

2 

Applications  refused. 

2 

0 

2 

D.wellings  improved. 

1 

0 

1 

Standard  Grant, 


* 

Onner/Occupier 

Tenanted 

Total. 

Applications  received 

22 

15 

37 

Applications  approved 

20 

15 

35 

Applications  refused 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Dwellings  improved 

18 

24 

42 

14 


HOUSING  Continued 


IHiring  the  year  the  average  Standard  Grant  paid  was  fci55.i9.5ld. 
The  follovTing  amenities  were  provideds- 


Baths 

— 

40 

Washbasins 

— 

41 

Hot  water  supply 

— 

42 

V/ater  closets 

— 

40 

Food  'stores 

26 

Housing  Act  1961. 

Houian-R  in  Multiple  Ocoupation, 

This  office  is  not  aware  of  any  houses  in  multiple  occupations 
requiring  action  under  this  act. 

Housing  Act  1961. 

Overcrowding, 

No  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  came  to  the  attention  of  this 
office. 


FOOD  HYGIENE, 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  Section  16, 

No  applications  for  re^  strati  on  were  received  during  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  33  premises  selling  ice  cream  and  5 sausage 
manufacturing  rooms  were  registered.  All  of  the  premises  registered  for  the 
sale  of  ice  creqm  dealt  in  the  pre-packed  product  only.  ' 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  I960. 

The  premises  to  which  these  regulations  apply  are  given  helovfs- 


Number 

Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
_ Reg.  16. 

Premises 
to  which 

Reg,  19 

aoDlies 

Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 

Reg.  19. 

Grocers  & 
general  stores 

35 

33 

27 

27 

Licensed  premises 

23 

23 

23 

23 

Cafe/Restaurants. 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Butchers, 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Confectionery 
kiosks  at  Garages, 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Milk  factory. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Bakery. 

1 

1 

..  1 

1 

Egg  Packer, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

77 

75 

66 

66 

15 


FOOD  HYGIENE  Continued, 


The  eight  premises  to  which  Regulation  I9  (provision  of  sinlc  etc.) 
does  not  apply  are  five  shops  and  three  garages  at  which  only  pre-packed 
foodstuffs  are  sold. 

Of  the  two  premises  which  do  not  comply  with  Regulation  16 
(provision  of  washbasin  etc.)  one  lacks  a supply  of  sunning  hot  water,  and 
one  still  relies  on  well  water.  Both  premises  rely  on  kettles  for  hot  water. 

Two  informal  letters  were  sent  requesting  improvements  at  food 
premises.  Both  requests  were  promptly  complied  with. 


MILK  SUPPLIES  — Brucella  Abortus, 


Fifty  ©i^t  samples  of  milk  taken  in  this  area  by  the  Devon  County 
Council  sampling  officer,  were  examined  for  Brucella  Abortus,  There  was  One 
positive  Sample. 

Milk  from  the  affected  herd  was  subjected  to  heat  treatment  until 
the  infected  animals  were  isolated  and  removed. 


Eggs  - The  Liquid  Bggs  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  196'^. 

There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants  in  this  district.  Damaged  eggs 
from  the  local  egg  packing  station  are  sent  to  Taunton  for  pasteurisation. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955.  Section  2, 

Complaint  was  received  that  a bottle  of  milk  delivered  to  a house 
at  Yeoford  contained  a foreign  body.  The  foreign  body  was  found  to  be  a knuckle 
bone.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Authority  (Devon  County 
Council)  who  prosecuted  at  Crediton  Magistrates  Court,  A fine  of  £10  was 
imposed. 


MEAT  IDSPECTIOR. 


All  meat  slau^tered  at  local  slaughterhouses  was  inspected  in 
accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963« 

This  department  also  carried  out  all  meat  inspection  duties  for 
Crediton  Urban  District  Council,  Most  of  the  meat  killed  by  P.Lake  and  Son, 
Lapford,  and  A.J.Cox,  Crediton  was  inspected  after  normal  hours. 

At  the  three  small  slaughterhouses  the  pattern  of  trade  was  much 
the  same  as  in  19^5 • 

At  Copplest one, that  side  of  the  business  which  dealt  vdth  local 
retail  butchers  was  discontinued. 

The  meat  killed  at  Copplestone  is  now  despatched  to  various  wholesale 
markets.  The  discontinu^ce  of  the  local  trade  has  resulted  in  a reduction  in 
the  number  of  hours  during  which  killing  takes  place, 

100^  meat  inspection  without  calling  on  outside  assistance  was 
achieved  for  the  first  time  in  I966,  This  was  made  possible  by  the  engagement 
of  an  authorised  meat  inspector  (Mr.  A.Phelps)  wh@  toc^  up  his  duties  in 
October  1965» 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemnations  1966 


Cattle 

Ex.  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2360 

203 

160 

43776 

5087 

Number  inspected 

2360 

203 

160 

43776 

5087 

Alldiseases  except 
-tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

2 

21 

15 

I69 

23 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  pai 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with  dis 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

* 808 

139 

5 

3141 

245 

78,8 

12.5 

7.6 

5.3 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

Carcases  of  v/hich  some  pari 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

64 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1.26 

Cysticereosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  pari 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

** 

** 

11 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

MEAT  AND 

Tuberculosis 
Other  diseases 


OFFAL  CONDEMNED. 

760  lb 
50301  lb, 


** 

Eleven  cases  of  degenerate  lesions  which  could  have  been  C.Bovis  were 
encountered.  The  degeneration  was  considered  too  advanced  to  permit 
positive  identification.  The  affected  parts  were  destroyed  and  the 
remainder  released  as  recommended  in  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food,  Circular  FSH  30/66  Paragraph  12, 
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Poultry  Inspection. 


(Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/67  Para.8.) 


t 


(i) 

There  is  only  one  poultry  processing  get  of  premises  in  this  ‘district 
The  plant  normally  functions  on  two  days  per  week.  Several  of 
the  local  farms  produce  poultry  on  a large  scale  for  the  Christmas 
trade.  The  birds  are  often  killed  and  plucked  on  the  farm. 

There  is  no  accurate  information  as  to  the  number  of  farms 

involved. 

(ii) 

the 

Twelve  visits  were  made  to/poultry  processing  plant  during  the 
year.  All  the  visits  were  made  in  November  and  December. 

(iii) 

It  is  estimated  that  80,000  broilers  and  4>C00  turkeys  were  dealt 
with  at  the  processing  premises  referred  to  above. 

No  figures  are  available  for  farm  killed  birds. 

(iv) 

The  poultry  processing  plant  deals  with  broilers  and  turkeys 
produced  on  the  site.  These  birds  are  slaughtered  and 

mechanically  plucked  in  a modern  slaughter  hall.  Refrigerated 

storage  is  available.  Birds  are  despatched  \ine viscerated. 

(v) 

It  is  estimated that  0,5^  of  birds  are  rejected  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

(vi) 

The  wei^t  of  poultry  condemned  by  this  office  was  435  1^' 

The  main  causes  of  rejection  W'ei^  emaciation,  injuries  and 

septicaemia. 

(vii) 

At  present  the  staff  situation  does  not  permit  a great  deal 

of  time  being  spent  on  poultry  inspection. 

P'oilowing  the  receipt  of  lilinistry  of  HealthCircular  1/67 
routine  visits  are  made  to  the  plant  when  processing  is  in 

progress. 

In  view  of  the  widespread  and  sporadic  nature  of  the  Poultry 

trade  it  is  onlypracticahleto  make  routine  visits  to  the  major 
establishment.  This  establishment  deals  only  in  young  birds  and  this 
together  with  the  good  quality  of  the  end  product  has  greatly  facilitated 
inspection. 
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